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172-173, 180n5

Tavo (chief of Oinafa), 174, 197,
208n13, 209-210n33; Tavo (of
Juju), 225; Tavo Rupeni, 343

Taylor, A.E., 9

Thurston, John, 209n25

Tigarea, 100, 223

Tiporotu (chief of Juju), 171, 198, 225

Tirio, Maraf. See Maraf Tirio

Titifanua, Mesulama, xvi, xvii, 13, 66

Toaniu, 314

Tokaniua (legendary figure), 11-12,
27-28n18, 52, 59, 60-61, 69, 70,
393;

Tokaniua (chief of Oinafa), 139, 171;
Tokaniua Emose, 231

Tromelin, L. de, 267

Trouillet, Joseph, xvi, 12, 15, 20, 52,
59-60, 66, 71, 72, 81n3, 139, 155,

157, 160, 161-162, 164, 165, 171,
173, 175, 176, 277

Tua (12th vakai), 15, 171

Tua'naki, Ferei, 171

Tuipenau (chief of Itu'muta), 223, 267

Tuitonga, 12

Tuivaga, Timoci, 349

Tumer, Rev. George, 165, 169

Uafta (chief of Juju), 225

Uafta Versoni, 347

Uonu (woman from Noa‘tau), 12

Urakmata (chief of Noa‘tau), 13

Varea, Atfoa, 320-321

Varomua (9th sau), 12

Varomua (consultant to Macgregor),
167

Vasea (chief of Malhaha), 188, 197,
219, 343

Veme, Fr. Pierre, 125, 139

Victoria, Queen, 85

Villien, Fr. Gregoire, 139

Vilsoni, Maniue, xxviii, 416

Vuna, Felise, 174

Waldegrave, Captain William, 121

Wall, Jonathan, 24

West India Jack, 125

Westbrook, George E. L., 167, 175,
176, 187, 208n4

Wilkes, Charles, 393

William, Aisake, 339

Williams, John, 125, 139

Williams, T. R., 361

Williamson, Robert W., 67-68, 71

Wilson, James, 117

Worth, Captain, 121

Young (deserter from the Rochester),
xix, 121

Young, Gock Chim, 257

Zerubbabel Urakmata, 141-142, 158



Subject Index

Page numbers in boldface refer tographs, tables, and photos.

For alphabetizing purposes, glottal stops (‘) are treated as the last

letter in the Rotuman alphabet.

Admiralty Islands (Bismarck
Archipelago), 241

aggression, interdistrict, 64. See also
warfare; specific wars

agricultural practices, 32-35. See also
breadfruit; taro; yams

Ahau, 266, 308, 310, 323, 347, 361,
364, 370

airport, 338

ancestors, xxx, xxxi, 331; concem for,
53, 150, 331, 357; potency of, 38,
53, 279, 298, 299; remote, 60, 73,
137,215

ancestral spirits, 61, 63, 69, 108, 135,
136, 149, 276, 284, 288. See also
‘atua

ancestral tombs, xxxi, 55. See also
burial grounds; graves; tombs

ancestry: chiefly, 70, 75, 78, 225, 344;
mixed, 268. See also chieftainship

animal husbandry, 36. See also cattle;
chickens; goats; horses; pigs

Anuta, 19

apei, 113n7, 85-89

apeaitu, 275-276, 280

archaeology, xvii-xviii, 24, 29160

autonomy, xxiii, 74, 77-80, 131, 186,
205-206, 213, 233, 261, 299, 315,
317, 356, 357-358, 359, 364, 366,
369, 383, 390

atua. See ‘atua

Australia, Rotumans in, 378-380

bark cloth. See uha

beachcombers. Seerenegades

birth: customs conceming, 87, 274,
278, 295; govemnment regulations
concerning, 202; rates, 269, 270;
role of spirits in, 135, 137

Bora Bora, 19, 23, 24

breadfruit, 31, 32, 33, 35, 38, 39, 43,
89, 127, 253

burial grounds (graveyards, tamura):
importance of, 53-54, 137; location

of, 3, 49, 51, 292; of sau (Sisilo),
169, 184; spirit occupants of, 136,
150. See also graves, tombs

canoes, 2, 20-24, 37, 90, 91, 118,
167. See also seafaring

Catholic: churches, 157, 158, 167,
243-244, 308; conflict with
Methodists (Wesleyans), xx, xxiv,
148, 155-179, 187, 196-198, 200,
223-224, 243, 260-261, 329;
converts, 155-156, 157, 159, 160;
districts, xvi, xx, 155, 157, 196,
218, 223, 260; missionaries, xvi,
xxi, xxviii, 125, 139, 156, 199;
missionary practices, 79, 147, 148,
163, 178, 199, 214, 235n4, 242,
280-281, 292, 295; representation
on the Rotuma Council, 218-219,
228; Resident Commissioners,
287-288; schools, 365. See also
missionization

cats, 48,118

cattle, 40, 239, 254. See also animal
husbandry

cemeteries. See burial grounds; tombs

cession to Britain: Bower report
regarding request for, 187-189;
process leading up to, 190-198;
reasons for, 205-206; Rotuman
reactions against, 218-221,
236n12; Rotuman request for,
185-187. See also Deed of Cession

chiefs: relations with commoners, 69,
78-80, 175, 205-206, 216,
218-226, 233, 254, 313, 330;
Council of, 60, 74, 77, 202, 216,
228-231, 233; monument to, 370;
homage paid to, 38n 51, 88, 101,
108, 109, 110, 221; ranking of, 75,
77, 189, 236n26; relations with
missionaries, 143, 145, 148,
149-150, 157, 158-160, 171, 173,
213-214, 243; rivalry between, xv,

423



424 » SUBJECT INDEX

66, 69-70, 165, 174, 187, 190,
213, 217; selection of, 215, 223,
225, 227, 357; symbolic
associations of, 61, 63, 8Iln2;
traditional role of, 44, 46, 63, 69, 99;
involvement in trade, 241, 242. See
also chieftainship; mana

chickens, 32, 35, 36, 39, 40, 239, 247.
See also animal husbandry

chieftainship: chiefly authority, 77-80,
81n2, 330; colonial government and
transformation of, 222-226;
democratization of, 226-227;
economics of, 221-222; Fijian and
Rotuman models of, 214-216;
postcolonial changes in, 314
missionary impact on, 213-214;
Polynesian patterns of, 72-74;
Sykes report concerning, 227-231.
See also chiefs; mana

Christianity. See Catholic; Methodist;
missionization

climate, 4-5

clothing (dress), 90, 96, 126, 253, 383,
388; chiefly, 86-87; of female
clown, 108; missionary attitudes
toward, 146; of warriors, 153,
167-168

clowning. See han maneéak sii

colonial administration: establishment
of, 200-205; and Rotuman chiefs,
232-233; Rotuman district officers
during, 231-232, 401

commerce: and missionization,
242-244; in the postcolonial period,
317-318; trade with European
ships,239-242

communication, 310; and cultural
identity, 388-390

community formation abroad,
383-385, 389-390

Constitution, Fiji: of 1990, 352-355;
1997 amendment to, 355-360

Constitutional Conferences: of 1965,
338-341; of 1970, 341-343

contact with other islands, 19-20. See
also Samoa, Tonga, Tuvalu

Cook Islands, 125, 346, 358

cooperative movement, 256-262. See
also Rotuma Cooperative
Association; Raho Cooperative

copra, 3, 5, 239, 310, 339-340; cess
on, 245; compulsory contributions
of, 200-201, 216, 220, 222,
245-249; control of trade, 241-242,
256, 319, 320-322, 365;
cooperatives and, 258-260, 321;
income from, 205, 252-253, 254,
255, 293, 317; fluctuations in
production of, 249-252. See also
taxation

coups in Fij: Rotuman responses to,
343-351

courtship, 330

cultural identity, 375-377, 383-390.
See also ethnicity

dance, 99-101, 103-107; comic, 131;
as entertainment for guests, 204,
315; of Kirkirsasa, 97-98;
Methodist missionary opposition to,
143, 144-145, 199; in migrant
communities, 384, 386-388;
restrictions on, 275; as preparation
for war, 165, 169

death: attitudes toward, 135, 137,
138; causes of, 275, 277, 278, 279,
284, 286, 287, 289, 290, 291; of
chiefs, 69, 99, 101; government
regulations concerning, 202; rates,
269, 270, 277, 282, 283, 288, 296,
297. See also infant mortality

Deed of Cession, 185, 194, 346, 348,
356, 357, 366

depopulation, 48, 51, 72, 244,
267-270. See also emigration;
migration; population

diabetes, 323-324. See also health and
illness

diet. See food; health and illness

dogs, 36, 93, 253

dress. See clothing

education, 331, 337. See also schools

electrification, 308

emigration: early concerns about,
269-270, 133n32. See also
migration

employment, 337, 338



English: language, xvii, xxi, 63, 110,

169, 194, 229, 331, 350;
law, 216, 219; missionaries, 11, 139,

175, 205; renegade sailors, 22, 120,
122, 124, 126, 127; Rotuman
attitudes toward, 188; ships, 129;
traders, 189, 205

environment. See natural environment

epidemics, 268, 277, 279, 282, 287,
288, 289, 296. 301n6. See also
health and illness; death

ethnicity, 131, 375-377, 378,
378-380. See also cultural identity

fakpure (vakai), xvi, 12, 59-60, 65,
66, 67, 70-71, 81nl, 171, 174

faufisi, 76, 77

fertility: of land, 7, 34, 45, 68, 118; of
people, 68, 89, 108, 136

fishing, 36-38

food: as homage to chiefs, 219,
221-222; in hospitals, 285-286;
imported, 40-41, 249, 253;
preparation of, 41-44; production
of, 44; symbolic significance of,
68-69; types of, 32-33, 38-41. See
also agricultural practices; animal
husbandry; fishing

French: national interests, 162, 190;
priests, xxi, 11, 148, 164, 175,
176, 187, 188, 197, 205; ships’
visits to Rotuma, 119, 156-157,
159, 162

fuel: depot, 309; shortages, 309

Funafuti. See Tuvalu

Futuna, 1, 14, 17, 19, 20, 139, 194

goats, 40, 118. See also animal
husbandry

geographic code. See symbolic code

geographic location of Rotuma, 1

geology, 1-4. See also soil; water

Gilbert Islands. See Kiribati

ghosts. See ‘atua

graves, 7, 55, 179, 281, 284. See also
burial grounds; tombs

han maneak sii, 88, 107-108, 131

Haf Liua, 3, 4, 36

Haga, 127

Halafa, 172

Hansolo, 309

Hapmafau, 2

Hatana, 3, 11, 52, 59
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hair, 8, 9, 109, 118, 127, 148, 165,
169, 271

health and illness: achievement of
medical modemity (1953-1960),
295-299; changes in diet and
exercise, 324; changing conditions
in 19th century, 277-281; child
welfare and public health programs
(1924-1952), 287-295; diseases of
modernity, 323-324; hygiene,
271,272; Rotuman concepts of
health and illness, 274-276;
sanitation, 290, 292, 294, 295, 296,
297; traditional healing practices,
270-274. See also epidemics; death

home furnishings, 41, 42, 47-48,
306-308

horses, 239, 310. See also animal
husbandry

households: autonomy of, xxiii, 80,
369; economy of, 41, 43, 80, 252,
255, 259, 318; size of, 328-329

houses, 6, 47, 48, 49, 118, 147, 148,
313; of chiefs, 313, 330;
construction of, 46, 110, 112, 213,
306-307, 319, 333; cooking, 34,
42; dance (play), 53, 105, 145;
foundations of (fuiag ri), 4647, 49,
167; first Methodist mission house,
134; types of, 306

hurricanes, 36, 44, 46, 158, 249, 306,
307

hoaga (local kin groups), 65, 70,
75-77, 78, 79, 80, 242, 244-245,
344

hypertension, 323-324

income, 252-255, 265n47, 317-319

independence from Fiji: attitudes
toward, 337, 339-340, 348, 349,
355, 358, 361-368; high court
ruling regarding, 349-350

infant mortality, 278-279, 282, 288,
289, 290-291

islets, 2, 3. See also Hatana; Haf Liua;
Uea

kainaga, xi, 47, 70, 321

Kalvaka, 344, 346

kava, 6, 33, 324; attitudes toward
drinking, 178, 278, 330-331; bowls,
90, 275; ceremony, 108-110,
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115n55, 115n56; ceremonial gifts
of, 172, 173, 320; rank order of
service, 13, 59, 74, 76, 143 , 174,
214, 217, 223; servers, 96, 127;
serving to chiefs, 60, 65, 109; and
sickness, 274, 275, 276, 324

kin groups. See hoaga, kainaga,
mosega

kinship, 17, 71, 74, 75, 176, 225, 231,
244, 389-390. See also kainaga

Kiribati (Gilbert Islands), 13, 19,
28n25, 124, 127, 361

Kirkirsasa, 96-98

labor recruiting, xix, 125, 199, 269

Lami, 338

language, Rotuman: characteristics of,
xv, 10, 138, 399; history of, 9-11,
25, 26, 49, 50, 331, 393-397;
retention of, xi, 23, 357, 363, 379,
385, 386, 389; teaching of, 141,
173, 374

land tenure, 242-245, 264n25;
missionization’s effect on, 244-245

Lautoka, 338, 377, 384

legends. See oral history

Levuka, 168, 204, 250, 338

Limarae, 61; see also ‘Oroi

Losa, 3, 100, 172

Maka Bay, 2, 4, 24, 117, 238

mana, xii, 73, 138-139, 140; chiefly,
17, 63, 71, 356; healing, as
component in, 283, 298; and skill in
producing artifacts, 38, 89, 111;
source of, 61, 63, 69, 142; and
warfare, 60, 71. See also chiefs,
chieftainship

Mangaia, 64, 68

marriage, 12, 126, 127, 133n24, 202,
290, 378, 381, 389

massage. See sarao

mats. See apei; weaving

measles. See epidemics

medicine. See health and ilness; mena

mena: as body ointment, 120, 143,
144, 145, 165, 272-273; as food,
33; as medicine, 35, 274;
missionary reaction to, 146, 147,
148; as paint, 90

Methodist (Wesleyan): congregations
abroad, 279, 281, 380; conflict with
Catholics, xx, xxiv, 148, 155-179,

187, 196-198, 200, 223-224, 243,
260-261, 329; converts, 79, 143,
144, 146, 149, 156, 159, 163, 173,
176; districts, 155; lay teachers, 78,
125, 139, 141-142, 199;
missionaries, xvii, XX, 66, 103, 134,
144, 393; missionary practices, 79,
145-147, 148, 150, 153n29, 188,
214, 242, 243; opposition to
tourism, 315; representation on
Rotuma Council, 228, 231

migration, 324-329, 337, 378-382; to
Australia, 378-380; to cities in Fiji,
325, 338; and community formation
abroad, 383-385; and distribution
of Rotumans in Rotuma and Fiji,
326, 327; effect on household size
and structure, 328; to New Zealand,
380-382; and symbols of status,
318. See also emigration, population

missionization: Catholic Versus
Wesleyan, 147-148, 329; conflict
with colonial government, 198-200;
consequences of conversion,
149-150, 155; resistance to,
140-143; and Rotuman custom,
143-147

Mobil Oil. See fuel

Molmahao, 344, 346, 348, 350,
355-360, 363, 369

motor vehicles, 308-310

mosega, 70, 225, 227, 357. See also
kainaga

Motusa, 2, 4, 156, 168, 172, 175,
204, 212, 257

mua (ritual leader), xvi, 59, 60, 66,
70-71, 92, 103-104

musical performances: chants,
99-102; paddle-dances, 103-104;
tautoga (group dances), 104-107.
See also dance

Nadi, 338, 377, 384

National Bank of Fiji (NBF), 319, 321,
322-323

natural environment, attitudes toward,
45-46

Nausori, 338

New Zealand, Rotumans in, 380-382

Niuafo'ou, 1, 11, 12, 19, 396

Oinafa village, xxviii, 257

oral history, 11-19, 52, 59-63, 66-72



oratory, 99

ornaments, shell, 90-93

Ouvea (New Caledonia), 125, 132n17

pandanus, 33, 41, 46, 85, 86, 87, 338.
See also saaga

performance arts, 98-110

pigs, 35, 36, 39, 40, 41, 250; cooking
of, 42; as a health hazard, 292;
numbers of, 32, 118, 292; as a
sacrifice, 87, 281; as a valued
commodity, 12, 31, 167, 169, 172,
175, 239. See also animal
husbandry

physical characteristics of Rotumans,
8-9, 271. See also hair

political organization: changes
folowing  Fiji's  independence,
311-312. See also chieftainship;
colonial administration; sau; social
organization

population, 267-303; distribution of,
64, 76, 326, 327; precontact, 45,
50, 51; political implications of, 74,
78, 205, 339, 342, 343; pressures,
22, 361; of districts as basis for
taxation, 246. See also taxation.

Queen of Cakadrovi, 85

Queen of England, 77, 185, 188, 189,
192, 193, 194, 195, 196, 201, 342,
346,

Raho Cooperative, 319-323

Ra‘iatea, 24

religion: religious beliefs, 45, 135-136,
138, 144, 150; religious
imagination, 135-137. See also
apeaitu; saaitu; ‘atua;
missionization; natural environment

remittances, 318-319

renegade sailors, 119-125, 132n8,
132n11; impact on culture,
125-127; Rotuman reactions to,
130-131

roads, 310

Rochestor, deserters from, xviii, Xix,
119-121, 126

Rotuma  Cooperative  Association
(RCA): formation of, 258-262; in the
postcolonial period, 317-322; store
tumover, 317-318. See also
cooperative movement; copra
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Rotuma Council, 229-231, 313-314,
340, 360. See also chiefs, Council of

Rotuma Web site, xxii—xiii, xxvi, 362,
371, 389-390

Rotuman language. See language,
Rotuman.

sailors, Rotuman, 129-130

Samoa, xviii, 1, 27n18, 52, 186, 187,
241; contact with, 19, 24, 25; in
Rotuman oral history, 11, 69;
Rotuman laborers in, 270

Samoan: influence on Rotuman
culture, 46, 95, 102; influence on
Rotuman language, 9, 10, 25, 394,
399; legendary  figures, 11;
Wesleyan teachers, 125, 139,
152n5

sarao, 98, 271, 273, 274, 297-298

saaitu, 89, 137

saaga, 33, 43, 85, 86, 87. See also
apei, pandanus, weaving

sau: burial ground for, 184; ceremonial
performances of, 103-104; as
ceremonial title, 197-198, 344, 346;
Christianity's impact on, 79,
144-145, 150, 199, 214; clothing
and symbols of, 86-87, 92-93, 141;
institution of, 59, 60, 63-64,
143-144; oral traditions regarding,
Xvi; as basis of political integration,
64-65, 66, 70, 71; selection of, 74,
82n9, 132n3, 170; term of office of,
28n30, 65-66, 72; relation to vakai
(takpure), 12, 15, 63, 67-68, 70

Saukama, 65, 169-171

Savlei, 155, 168, 172, 173

schools, 147, 148, 158, 247, 258,
331, 365, 374, 384

seafaring, 20-24, 25. See also sailors,
Rotuman

settlement pattern, 48-54

sex, customary control of, 127, 315.
See also virginity

Sisilo, 169, 184

social organization: island-wide, 63-66;
district, 74-77. See also
chieftainship; political organization

social relations, changes in, 330

soil, 4, 5, 7, 27n7, 31, 34, 63, 264n18

spirit mediums, See apeaitu

spirits. See ape‘aitu, saaitu, aitu, ‘atua
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subsistence, 31-32. See also
agricultural ~ practices; animal
husbandry; fishing; food

Sumi, xxvi, xxviii, 148, 158, 243, 308

Suva, xxix, 192, 250, 254, 256, 322,
338, 352, 364, 374, 377, 384

Sykes report. see chieftainship

symbolic code, geographic, 61-63, 67,
81n3, 115n54

tabua, 92, 113n7

tapa cloth, 14, 165

tattooing, 42, 82, 93-94, 95, 96-98,
114n30, 118, 120

Tarawa. See Kiribati

taro (‘aana), 6, 32, 38, 39, 253, 324;
as a commodity, 50, 247, 275;
planting of, 33-34; methods of
cooking, 35, 40, 43

Tavua, 338

taxation, 188, 189, 200-201, 218,
221-222, 245-249, 252, 253, 255,
260, 281, 285, 339, 368

telephone, 293, 310, 365, 388-389

television, 310

temo, 101-102

té samuga, 130

Tikopia, 13, 14, 19, 23

tombs, xxxi, 55, 93, 177. See also
burial grounds; graves

Tonga, xviii, 1, 25, 27n18, 60, 61, 68,
69, 85, 90, 119, 162, 241, 347,
358; contact with, 9, 12, 14-19, 24,
25, 396; in Rotuman oral history, 1,
11,12, 13, 15-19

Tongan: influence on culture, 46,
106-107; influence on language, 9,
10, 24, 393, 394; Wesleyan
teachers, 139, 140

Torres Strait, Rotuman migration to,
378

tourism, 315, 316

transportation: to Fiji, 305, 365, 381;
commercial firms' control of, 257,
258-259; motorized, 250, 292, 321;
school buses, 365

Treaty of Hamelin, 156-157, 158, 159

Tuakoi, 169

turmeric. See mena

Tuvalu, 1, 19, 20, 23, 124

Uea, 3, 22, 124, 272

uha, 89-90, 114n15, 114n16

Upu, xxi, xxviii, 287, 308, 309

vakai. See fakpure

Vaitupu, 19

Vanua Levu, 10, 396, 397

Vatukoula, 338, 384

vegetation, 5-8

virginity, 109, 127

Viti Levu, 397

Wallis Island. See ‘Uvea

warfare, Rotuman style of, 100-101,
113n5, 115n38, 165-167, 182n50

war in Saukama, 168-171

war of 1871, 155-157, 180n4,
181n22

war of 1878, 158-159, 181n22, 187;
Catholic perspective on, 159-162,
176; conflicting accounts of,
175-179; missionaries' role in,
171-174; Rotuman perspective on,
165, 167-171, 175, 179; Wesleyan
perspective on, 162-165, 178

water, access to fresh, 5, 308

weaving, 85-89. See also apei

Web site. See Rotuma Web site

Wesleyan. See Methodist

whalers: number of visits by, 125;
Rotuman sailors aboard, 129-130;
trade with, 32, 92, 119, 169, 239,
241. Seerenegade sailors

whales’ teeth, 92

wharf at Oinafa, 2, 238, 305

wood carving, 90-91

yams. See ‘uhi

‘aitu, 60, 89, 136

‘atua: as ancestral spirits, 38, 53, 61,
108, 136, 299; as animal spirits,
136, 275; as gods, 14, 60, 143; as
local spirits, 41, 45; as malevolent
spirits, 89, 136, 283; role in illness
and healing, 274-275, 276, 279,
281, 284, 295, 297, 298. See also
apeaitu, saaitu, aitu

‘Oroi, 61, 135

‘uhi, 6, 30, 31, 32, 38, 39, 51, 324; as
a commodity, 50, 122-123, 247,
258, 275, 317; method of cooking,
35; planting of, 33, 34, 254

‘Uvea, 1



